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IN Aﬂ;ﬂRD#NGE WITH US MISSION DIRECTIVES, THIS: IS MISSION

SYCHOLOGICAL POLICY AND GUIDANCE AND IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED
AS PERTINENT BY ALL US. ELEMENTS IN VIETNAM.




THE USE OF SUFERSTITIONS IN PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS
IN VIETHAM

FROELEM:

4. To devise puidelines for the exploitation of enemy vulnerablilitios
provided by suparatitions ond doeply-hald troditisnnl beliefs.

b, To be awara of and pecomadate thope superatitions of friendly forcos
pnd populations that may have o boering on military operations.

DISCUSSION:

A strong suporstition or a deoply-held belief shared by n substontial
numbor of the enemy torget nudience can be waed as a psychological wanpon
because 1t permits with sono dogrea of proboebility the prediction of individunl
or group bohavior under m given met of conditlons. To u3a an anamy superatition
ps n starting point for psychological operations.howoveryone muat ba sure ef the
conditions ond control the stimuli that trigper the desired behavior.

The first step in the manipulation of & auperstiticn as &0 onoemy
vulnerabllity 15 its oxnct identificntion and detsiled definitian of its sprend
and intensity among the target audience. The second stop is to insura friemdly
contrel of the atimuli and the capability to ereate n situation that will
trigger the desired superatitious behavior. Both eonditions must be met or
the poyeps atfart will not yield tho desired results; it might even backiiral

As on 1llustratisn, one esn eito the recent notion spread emong combat
troops ln the First Corps orea thot VO and NVN troops wore denthly afrald of
the "Ace of Spodes’ ns on amen of death. In consequeonce soldlara, torned
pay-warriors with the assistance of ploying card manufacturera, bagen leaving
the aminows cord in bottle areas nod on patrols into eneay=-held territory.

The notlon was based an isoloted instances of behavior among Montognard tribos-
mon familiar from Fronch daya with the Wostern deck of cards. A subgequant
gurvey determined that the sce of spodes does not trigger subsatantiol fear
reactions among moat Vietnomeas becausd the warlous local playing carda have
tholr awn set of symbola, gonerslly of Chinese deorivation.

Here thom wns oa incorrect identification of a syporatition couplod with
p friendly capability to explelt tha prosumed condition. It did not work.

For o correct idontification of a superstition coupled with oo inobility
to exploit same,one could postulata the crso of an cnemy dicgtator or rullng
group with decply-held heliefs in astyrolopicnl predictions of the future.
Unloss the fovored soothanyer con bo motivated to say the desirod things =
an unlikely possibility - the necurate knowledge of this poomy Woaknoss could
nat be turnod to [ricndly advonbops.



In 8 minor ey, poyops uae of the vonerated fipgure of Troon Heong Dao,
victor in 1245 over the Golden Horde led by Kublai Ehnn's Chingse vaseal
pntisfies both roquirements. We know the supernstural gualities with which
tho herole Eipuro of Tran Hung Dac is ondowed in the populnr mind, amd The
ovH has the capability of inveoking him in patrictle oppenls olmod againat
tho iovaders (Seo JUSPAD Poster # 1271) which are amonp the sieet populae
produced in the psyops fleld to dnteo,

On the accomodetion of friendly superstitions it is Instructive to

guote from & First Corps nftor-petion report: ... As wo started on tho patrol
we heard o lot of nolss as the men wplked. The advigor, who was Lol new,
gtopped them pod faund hangimg around thelr neceks, dangling from their belt
or in thelir pockets objects of stone, wood ond metal. The nolse wauld hove
aurely reveeled ger positlon, so the advisor collected all the azwlots and
sent them beck to the comp aren. This proved to bo o bad nlatake. Bofore
wo hnd penetreted deaply inte the farcst wo had leet holf the men. The other
holf would have Been bettor off lest, becausa they belleved 1t was thelr tinme
ta dla, They had boen deprived of the protection of the good spirdis. Need-
lesg te aay, we came back withouwt pocomplishing our wizslon...”

An exporiencod pdviser would have balanced the nolse factor sgolnst the
pornle cffoct of dopriving thoe aoldiers of tholr magleal protoctlion. A
compromige eould possibly have boen found in wrapplng the omulote in somo
gaund absarbiong material.

In sumsary, the manipulation of superstitions is o dolicate affair.
Tampering with desply-held belisfs, seeking to turn them to your sdvantoge
means in effect playing God nnd it should only be ottempted 1f ono con get
pway with it gnd the gone i3 indoed werth the cendle. Fallure con logd To
ridicule, charges of clumainess ond collousnoss that can blacken the
reputation of peychological operations in genernl, It is a wenpon to ba
amployod selectively and with utsmest skill pnd deftnessa. There ¢an be no
axcusae for foilure.

GUIDANCE:

1, To expleit cnemy superstitions, psyopa perscnnel must be certain
that:
&. The superstiticn or beliof is real and poworful.

b. Thoy hove the capabllity of nanipelating it to schiove reaults
fovorable to tho friondly forces.

2, A3 a corcllory, tha payops offort nust insuwre that the cudience
agalast whish o superatition eaopaign is lzunched is sufficiently lcmogendousn
in tholir beliefs ta be suseoptible to this kind of menipulation. Huperstitilons
vary widely;for oxomple aseng eity ond country people nnd the inlabliants ol
differant ragiﬂna of the same country.both in kind ond in degree of intensity.

40£°

e



3. Would-be superstition manipulaters must bo prepared to faca
& credibility test if their offorts are traced ta the zource. Additiomally,
the triggoring device of the supsrstition reaponse must seen entirely
credible te the target audiencso. As an example, many Vietnamess, particuler-
Iy in rural arons, are pravoked inte o foar reapense 1f stortled at night
by the heot of an owl or the call of & crow, Theso are considered death
omans, The responsc will pot aoour, howewer, 1f che sound can be detocted
in any way as originating from an artifieinl sourcede, such o8 o lauvdapenker,

4. A psyops operstor’sa dosire to take mdvantoge of manipulating onemy
Juporatlitions !.'Iurl‘ﬂ'ptitlﬁupl_l,r must ke balanesd ngoinat the counterproductive
affocts of possible failure and exposurs of the attespt by the mass zedin.
The U.,&, dimoge and the effectiveness of future psyops might lose more than
the commerder mipht hope to gain by suceessful oxecution of the plan.

3. Im SUmmory, onemy superatition manipulation should not be lightly
enployed by field psyops porsannel. Propessls to make appoale hosad on
superstitions or otherwise manipulate torget audience boliefs will b forward-
ed in ooch ceae to JUSPAD and/or MACDD throegh the respective channels of
their originatars, They will bao corefully anolyzed thoro in the light of
the corisiderations spolled out in this culdance. No payope cempeign in the
aree of superstition manipulation will be undertaken withaut JUSPAC/MACPD
npproval ,

§. Whore the superstitions of friendly forces ond populations are
concernod, payops personnel will assist commanders as required or called
upon in devising indoetrinatisn materiols fomiliarizing troope with theso
beliefs ond counsoling rospect for nnd dgenaltivity e loenl beliefs nnd
troditions,



